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FROM
THE
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Vale
Plan
Identifies
Possible Plots For New
Dwellings In Childrey,
Sparsholt & Westcot The
proposed sites for the Local Plan
Part 2 have been drafted and can
be found by following the link:
(clickable on the Childrey & Sparsholt web
pages)

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/s
upport/Main.jsp?MODULE=FolderVie
w&ID=684252007&CODE=FC3C4774
BB9CE68BF721F29743EE6380&NA
ME=15.+Draft+Housing+and+Econom
ic+Land+Availability+Assessment+%2
8HELAA%29&REF=Local%20Plan%2
02031:%20Part%202%20Preferred%
20Options%20Consultation
3 sites in Childrey have been proposed
(in Pt 1), 42 proposed dwellings north
of West Street, 39 proposed dwellings
south of West Street & 134 proposed
dwellings west of the Hollow Way. The

identifies 5 sites detailed (in Pt 4), 31
proposed dwellings at Ram Paddock,
Westcot; 38b proposed dwellings at
Westcot Farmyard & 12 proposed
dwellings at Church Way, Sparsholt.
An additional 2 plots in Sparsholt are
indicated as “Site not assessed (too
small)”. The Sparsholt & Westcot sites
can be viewed via this link:

www.sparsholtandwestcot.org/cont
ent/vale-local-plan-pt2-3-possibleplots-81-dwellings-sparsholtwestcot
Your comments to the Vale of White
Horse District Council are encouraged,
please note the closing date is
Thursday May 4th 2017, by email to:
planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Contact by post to: Vale of White
Horse District Council, Planning Policy
Team, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton
Park, Milton, OX14 4SB

CHAT FROM THE CLERK
Both Childrey and Sparsholt Parish
Councils would like to thank Brian Harding
for his excellent work as RFO. Brian has
stood down from the position of RFO and
both Childrey and Sparsholt are looking
for a replacement. If you would like to
know more about this position, please
contact me by email addresses shown
below.
Childrey
Parish Council
meeting
Wednesday 19th April 2017 starting at
7.30pm in Childrey Village Hall. Childrey
Parish Council AGM and APM will be held
on Wednesday 10th May 2017 starting at
7.30pm in the Childrey Village Hall.
clerk.childreypc@aol.co.uk
Sparsholt Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 11th April 2017 starting at
7.30pm in Griffin Memorial Hall,
Sparsholt. Sparsholt Parish Council AGM
and APM will be held on Friday 12th May
2017 starting at 7.30pm in Griffin
Memorial
Hall,
Sparsholt.
clerk.sparsholtpc@aol.co.uk
Clerk to both parishes: Debbie LewisPryde 01235 751923.
If you notice any potholes, overgrown footpaths or verges
or any other Highways issues please report to the
“fixmystreet” website. Highways respond quicker to the
problems that have the most logs on their site. Please DO
NOT wait for a parish Council meeting to report Highways
issues. Both Parish Councils reserve the right to change
the meeting dates, times and venues – please always
check the notice board for correct information – Agendas
are published three clear working days before each Parish
Council meeting. Also, Planning meetings will be inserted
periodically to allow the Parish Council to discuss and
respond before the VOWHDC deadlines and the Agenda
will be published on the notice board three clear working
days prior to the meeting. Planning applications can be
viewed on the VOWHDC planning register.

Don't Hatchet the
Hatchet
On 8th February, the Parish
Council voted unanimously to
contact The Vale concerning the
contravention
of
planning
regulation A4 in respect of The
Hatchet.
We await further
developments. We recommend
that all those who want The
Hatchet re-opened as a pub,
write or e-mail The Vale, sample
e-mail on Face Book, or email
donthatchetthehatchet.com
to
request a copy.
Chris Wensley
Pop up Pub at Childrey Village
Hall - Saturday 1st April from
2pm - First Drink is on Us!
It's been exactly one year since
Childrey's pub The Hatchet closed,
but the campaign to get it open
again continues. On Saturday 1st
April the Don't Hatchet the
Hatchet group will be hosting a pop
up pub at Childrey Village Hall from
2pm. All are welcome. To show
our support, Stowhill Estates
will be offering everyone who
comes along a free drink - on
us! Join us for what is sure to be a
really fun afternoon and to show
your support.
Stowhill Estates.

St. Mary’s Childrey
Easter Services We are looking
forward to welcoming you all to
our traditional Easter Day Family
service at 10am at St Mary’s,
followed by the very popular
Easter Egg Hunt. The Village Choir
will perform two new pieces - it
promises to be a music filled
celebration!
St James Singers Recital. An
audience of approximately 40 were
treated to a lovely recital before
evensong on Sunday 12th March. A
retiring collection raised £250 towards
the roof funds. Our grateful thanks to
the St James Singers for a wonderful
occasion and we look forward to
welcoming them again soon.
Church Roof. We are delighted that
The Heritage Lottery Fund has
approved our application for funds to
repair the roof following the theft of
lead last year. The total cost is
expected to be around £68k so, with
the grant, our remaining reserves,
and the St James’ collection we shall
be able to undertake the work. We
are delighted to be able to get going
with this essential renovation.
Links with King Alfred’s. Many of you
have asked if there will be another
performance at St Mary’s this year by
‘A’ level and GCSE students at KA’s.
Due to changes in the examination
process it will not be take place this
year, but we are pleased to
announce
that
provisional
arrangements have been agreed for
a recital by students in June/July
instead. Watch out for more details

soon. We would love to fill the church
for their visit. We are also very pleased
to say that in addition to this music
visit KA students will be putting on an
exhibition of their artwork in the
church for the fete on Saturday 10th
June. We look forward to welcoming
them and all of you to view their work.
If you want any further information
about or to offer time to support the
upkeep of our lovely village church,
please contact Linda or John.
.lindasoames@home.3b.co.uk
Tel:
751297
johnmartin72a@gmail.com
Tel: 751809
We’ve had a few cases of dog
fouling on the main footpath to the
church recently, & twice inside the
church. This is really unpleasant for
visitors and parishioners to discover,
and for us to clean up. We want
everyone to feel welcome in the
church but we would like to make a
plea a) to dog owners to make sure
their dogs don’t leave their calling
cards in the vicinity and b) to anyone
using the church to make sure the
they close the door behind them
when they leave.
This should
hopefully
deal
with
the
problem.
Thank you.

White Horse Gardening
Club Meetings in the Thomas Hughes
Memorial Hall, Uffington,7.30pm
Membership per annum £10. Visitors
£2.50.
Thursday 6th April
Summer Container planting’: ideas for
problem areas. Tips to make your hot
spots, shady areas, windy corners and
eyesores a little more enticing this year.
A talk/demonstration by Harriet Rycroft

Childrey Village Pond
Tidy It’s that time again when
we have to do one of our
regular pond tidy sessions.
Please can you join us for an
hour or so on Saturday 15th April,
at 09.30am? If we can get a
few
people
together,
it
shouldn’t take us long. We
need to regularly trim the area
around the pond to manage
the plants and keep things
looking good for the village.
Just bring some gardening tools
to cut back foliage – nothing
special required. to help share
disposal of green waste, please
can you bring a suitable plastic
sack or a brown bin. I am sure
you
will
agree that it
has
been
looking good
this year and
with
your
help we want this to continue. It
is your pond, so do get
involved.
The history and
evolution of the pond can be
found on the Childrey Website:
www.childrey.org.uk
or for
more information on the pond
tidy do contact either Peter
Cook or Hilary Boardman
(751230).

AmEgos, a local amateur
company, regularly rehearse
in Childrey Village hall. They
put on 2 shows a year, usually
one play and one musical. Their
next production is to be the
award
winning
Stephen
Sondheim musical, SWEENEY
TODD - THE DEMON BARBER
OF FLEET STREET.
The victim of an injustice that
robbed him of his wife and
child, Sweeney Todd exerts a
terrible revenge on society.
disposing of his customers in a
truly gruesome way, aided and
abetted by his landlady, Mrs
Lovett.
First seen in London in 1980
this dark, bitter, comic musical
has been revived many times
and always thrills the audiences
The show will run from 5 - 8th
April at King Alfred's Academy,
Portway, Wantage. Curtain up
7.30pm with a bar from
6.45pm. Tickets are just £12
available locally from Lifestyle
Gift Shop, Wantage Market
Square. Also available online
from www.wegottickets.com/AmEgos
More info: www.AmEgosTheatre.com

Borneo Community Project
Fundraiser DISCO
Saturday 6th May

Childrey & District
Tuesday Club

Childrey Village Hall
Join the village in a night of music,
dancing, merriment and even a
glass or two of wine.
Poppy Grant has been tasked with
raising funds to go on an
expedition of Borneo with her
school in 2018.
The expedition is designed to
make a positive impact on
individuals
and
the
local
community in Borneo.
Previous expeditions have helped
build play facilities for children in
their community.
Tickets are £10 (Adults), which will
include a beer or glass of wine on
entry. Finger food too. Tickets
available from Emma Grant
751865 or the Childrey village
shop. Please Come Along.

4th April Ruth Stevenson 'The
History of Charlton Garden
Centre' plus plant stall
2:30 Childrey Village Hall
Contact Pat Eglinton 751 663

Childrey Village Hall e-mail booking.
The hall can now be booked via email by sending your booking request,
including date, time & event type to
childreyvillagehall@gmail.com

Don’t forget to come along to

Sparsholt
Fashion Show
the

on Friday 7th April.
Grab a bargain
and help us raise
funds
for
the
roof! Doors open
7pm, tickets are £3.
Barbara 751617 or
Angie 751210

GRIFFIN HALL RE-ROOFING
PROJECT UPDATE I am pleased to
report that our roof fund has reached
£28,255 so we have nearly reached our
target of £31,000. A big thank you to all of
you who have attended fundraising events,
donated items or your time and made
donations through the “Buy a Tile” scheme.
With continued community support we
should reach our target. At a recent Hall
Management Committee meeting it was
agreed to appoint a contractor so the
project can go ahead this year, because the
sooner we start the project the better as
costs continue to rise.
If you would like to make a donation as part
of the “Buy a Tile” scheme please
download a form from the Sparsholt and
Westcot website (to do this, on the website
home page, click the amenities tab near
the top of the page, select Griffin Hall,
scroll down the page until you find the
section about the roof and click the link to
the form, print it off, complete the form
and send it to me along with your
donation). Angie Brown, Chairman Griffin
Hall Management Committee.

Childrey Shop

Dear Villagers,

We just wanted to say a huge thank you to
you all for the overwhelming support we
have had since we took over the shop on
20th February.
Refurbishing the shop so quickly was a
tough task and when we asked for help we
were blown away by the help we received.
From the customers who patiently
collected their newspapers from a plastic
box to the Bellis family for plumbing and
coffee, the Kendal family for plastering and
joinery, the village 'Marigold brigade' who
emptied shelves, cleaned the shop and
stockroom, manhandled the fridges into
new positions and our families who helped
restock shelves - Thank you!
We could not have re-opened without you.
There are too many of you to mention by
name but you know who you are!
We have been delighted to see so many of
you in the shop and we hope you are
enjoying visiting us for a coffee and cake :)
With much thanks, Gill, Jane and Floss

Childrey & Sparsholt WI
Tuesday 18th April 12:30 at Griffin Hall,
Sparsholt. A shared lunch. Graham Kirby will
show his collection of miniature hats "From
Charms to Inkwells" Members only. Contact
Pauline Higgs 751544

Community Policing
PCSO Howard Pack C9600
Thames Valley Police
My apologies, I have been unable to send
an article for April 2017 due to WANTAGE
Town centre duties.
Regards, Howard

Childrey
Training

Defibrillator

The Parish council
have been successful in obtaining
a grant to allow us to buy and
install an automatic defibrillator
which is now available in the
village hall bus shelter.
This is part of a national campaign
to make defibs more available
and so to provide rapid treatment
in the event of a cardiac arrest. For
every minute lost until a defib is
used on a patient, their chances
of survival decrease by 10%.
It is kept in a locked cabinet – to
obtain access anyone can dial
999 and give the location
reference on the box and they will
then be given the lock access
code by the Ambulance service.
In order to give effective
treatment, the person using the
defib should be able to give CPR
(chest compressions) – to help with
this Wantage First Responders will
offer some short training in
Childrey village hall to give
individuals the confidence to do
this on Tuesday 11th April, at 7:300
– 9:00 pm. All welcome. Being in a
situation where the defib is
needed is obviously a daunting
prospect but the alternative of not
being able to do anything would
also be difficult.
Basic training can also be
found at the British Heart
Foundation web site.

Oxfordshire

Artweeks

Local artist, Leila Anderson is
opening her garden studio during
Oxfordshire Artweeks from 6-14 May,
from 11-5 every day. She takes
inspiration from the local scenery,
flora and fauna using mixed media,
oils and print. The Ridgeway is
becoming a favourite subject. She will
have prints and cards available
too. Kids get to do their own arty
flags for a small donation to
Macmillan. All welcome, Baytree
cottage, 1 Westcot, OX12 9QB. Check
out www.leilasart.create.net
Leila.

St Mary’s Church Fête
A reminder that this year’s fête
is slightly earlier - Sat June 10th
All your favourites will be there.
Details about competitions, etc
in next month’s newsletter.
Offers to help gratefully
received
Caroline 751814
Nicky 751470

Bank Holiday Bins
No collection on Monday 17th April.
Collection is on Tuesday 18th April for
Food Waste, Green Bin & Brown Bin.

